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Partnership for Global Justice
Welcome to the Partnership for Global Justice Monthly – a newsletter about PGJ programs, news from the
United Nations and its briefings, and information about the activities of our participating membership.

Social Protection - United Nations
Theme for 2019
By Janet Kinney, CSJ
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Over the course of the next 15-18 months, the United Nations will be focusing
its commissions, forums and discussions around the theme of social protection.
What do we mean by this?
Social protection, as defined by the United Nations Research Institute For Social
Development, is concerned with preventing, managing, and overcoming
situations that adversely affect people’s well-being. It typically consists of
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policies and programs designed to reduce poverty and vulnerability by promoting efficient labor
markets, diminishing people's exposure to risks, and enhancing their capacity to manage
economic and social risks.
Most common types of social protection
include policies and programs designed to
promote employment and the protection
of workers; social insurance which
facilitates mitigating risks associated with
unemployment, ill health, disability,
injury and old age, in the form of health
insurance or unemployment insurance;
and social assistance, which can be
resources provided either in cash or inkind, and are provided to vulnerable
individuals or families who have no other means of adequate support. This would include single
parents, those who are homeless, or the physically or mentally challenged.
Unfortunately, despite significant progress in the extension of social protection in many parts of
the world, the right to social security is not yet a reality for a majority of the world’s population.
According to new data presented in the World Social Protection Report 2017/19: Universal social
protection to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals , only 45 per cent of the global
population is effectively covered by at least one social benefit, while the remaining 55 per cent–
4 billion people – are left unprotected.
However, there is a growing consciousness of the benefits of social protection as a measure to
protect people from becoming trapped in poverty, to help workers to adjust to changes and to
deal with unemployment and thus support productivity. Therefore, the importance of social
policies and social protection systems that address and reduce inequality and social exclusion for
long-term sustainable and inclusive growth is key to lifting people out of poverty.
Because increasing social protection for all of the world’s citizens is such a priority, the United
Nations will be coordinating their efforts around this theme in each of these commissions and
forums:
• 57th Commission on Social Development - addressing inequalities and challenges to social
inclusion through fiscal, wage and social protection policies;
• 63rd Commission on the Status of Women – social protection systems, access to public services
and sustainable infrastructure for gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls;
• 2019 Financing for Development Forum
• 2019 High Level Political Forum – through empowering people and ensuring inclusiveness
and equality.
The goal of the faith-based NGOs will be to work together in all our efforts in these various
forums so that we can speak with one voice, providing input into the decision making process,
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and making credible suggestions that can be used in member states’ implementation plans. As
the year progresses, more details will follow on each of these specific meetings. Stay tuned!
Some links related to Social Protection:
https://youtu.be/51P1dlResVk (ILO new report)
https://www.unicef.org/socialpolicy/index_socialprotection.html (child sensitive social
protection)

Opening of the 73rd Session of the General
Assembly Tuesday, September 18, 2018
By Doretta Cornell, RDC

The UN General Assembly
(GA) began its 73rd Session
welcomed by incoming
President María Fernanda
Espinosa Garcés, Foreign
Minister of Ecuador, only
the fourth woman to hold
the presidency. Ms.
Espinosa Garces called for
a minute of silence for
prayer or reflection, then
promised her commitment
to the Charter of the United
Nations and the mandate of
the General Assembly, the
“most democratic and
representative . . . and diverse. . . assembly” on Earth. She dedicated her presidency to Women,
especially those working for their human rights.
Ms. Espinosa Garces emphasized the enormity of their task for this year, listing “330 resolutions
to be considered, 34 mandates to enact, 18 summits to organize,” as well as many high-level
meetings, ongoing reform of the Security Council, revitalizing intergovernmental groups,
aligning everything with the 2030 Agenda, and “highlighting” the work of the General Assembly,
as many people do not know what it does.
Her priorities for the year are seven:
1. Gender equality in all forums
2. The new global compacts on migration and refugees
3. Decent work for youth, women, and persons with disabilities, and strengthening social
security systems
4. Focus on the environment; the GA “must be a major voice for the environment”
5. Strengthen commitments to persons with disabilities
6. Revitalize the UN and GA, boosting its policy-making roles
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7. Peace and security: the GA must be the “main peace-building organ of the
UN,” strengthening intergovernmental work.
All of this will make the UN more relevant to people’s daily lives, promoting
their well-being, which she emphasized is the main purpose of the United
Nations.
After congratulations by Secretary-General Antonio Guterres, the meeting was
adjourned until the next morning.
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By Faith Yusko, SJWP Intern

As this issue of the newsletter is
making its way to you, the Season of
Creation is drawing to a close. This
season may be ending, but the fight to
promote care for our planet is still in
full swing.
September 1st to October 4th is
recognized as the Season of Creation.
Christians from around the world
focus prayer and actively work to
recognize the beautiful gift that is our earth by advocating for policy that
protects and maintains this precious gift.
Locally and globally there have been events bringing people together to discuss
change and to further educate about what measures we as a society must take to
address climate change. The 10th annual NYC Climate Week took place during
the same time as the UN General Assembly General Debate. The week was
brought up at a number of UNGA side events, as it is run by The Climate Group
in coordination with the United Nations and the City of New York.

Stephen Rivet,
Vice Chair
Barbara Ellen Black,
PhD
Cheryl Golden,
Treasurer
Mary Ellen Loch, CSJ
Susan McCarthy,
RDC
Daniel McGann, PhD
Rosemary Russell,
CPPS
Steven Rufe,

Earlier this month the Global Climate Action Summit was held in San Francisco.
Secretary
Leaders from around the world, coming from a variety of disciplines, came
together to vocalize their commitment to the historic Paris Agreement in
Jenna Strick
addressing the threat of climate change on all of
our lives. At the summit, government
representatives, businesses people, investors,
scientists, students and nonprofit organizations came together to
demonstrate what the people can do, and made public statements
echoing that “We are still in” (the Paris Agreement).
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Throughout all the articles, videos, webinars and events that I have recently engaged with to
become more well informed, the loudest common denominator that I have witnessed is how
urgently our action is needed. The Sustainable Development Goals of the 2030 Agenda will not
be reached without all of us working together. It starts with what each of us is doing in our own,
day-to-day lives. The Season of Creation gives us an opportunity to meaningfully reflect on our
personal impact on the planet in whatever community we reside in.
Dr. Jane Goodall sat for an interview during the Global Climate Action Summit and put it
simply; "It’s important to understand that each one of us makes an impact on the planet every
single day. We have a choice when it comes to that impact—what we eat, buy & wear. Does it
destroy forests? If it does, we have to be strong enough to not buy it."
Caring for creation must go beyond appreciating the obvious beauty of nature visible to us in our
lives. It must go beyond the small decisions we make as individuals and it must move us to touch
the hearts and minds of our neighbors locally and globally. Our care in action has to reach to lift
up the voices of the most vulnerable in our society- those who are most drastically affected by
the world’s inaction when it comes to addressing climate change. In addition to efforts to use our
planet more gently, we have to use our collective power to help change the hearts of those whose
privilege has afforded them the ability to dismiss climate change facts simply as a matter of
opinion. The time is now. We must care, but we must also act.
____________________________________________________________________________
We wanted to take this time to share these two wonderful resources with you:
These resources are available to you via the following links:

“Water & Sanitation: A People’s Guide to SDG 6”
“Reflections on Water”
The first document was developed by the UN-NGO Mining Working Group and it is a valuable
tool to use when diving deeper into Sustainable Development Goal #6 - Clean water &
sanitation.
The second document was prepared by Integrity of Creation Working Group, UISG Rome, Italy.
In this document you will find reflections, prayers, scripture references, advocacy tools, and
articles that can help lead to better understanding on the issues concerning clean water. We
highly recommend taking a look at it!
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