
International Day for the 
Elimination of Violence Against 
Women and Girls 
By Faith Yusko, SJWP Intern 

On November 19th, The Trusteeship 
Council was filled with women and   
men from all walks of life, and the room  
was filled with orange. The symbolic 
orange color that everyone was asked    
to wear is meant to help shine a light    
on a brighter light for women all around   
the world. The hashtags chosen for this  
event were #OrangeTheWorld and 
#HearMeToo. Sr. Janet and I were   
both able to attend the UN Official 
Commemoration for the Elimination of 
Violence Against Women and Girls.   
The day is typically celebrated on 
November  25th, but this event kicked    
off the 16 Days of Activism around this       

particular topic.  

Advocates, survivors, and allies all gathered to learn from one another, and to 
draw attention to this worldwide issue. UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres 
said, “Violence in all its forms is a lack or respect. It's a fundamental human 
rights issue.” Any and all progress we make is intrinsically linked to how women 
and girls are treated around the world. 
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One of the largest represented groups in the room was the 
New York Police Department (NYPD). Women from many 
different precincts had representation at the event. Their 
presence was especially powerful when multiple 
representatives spoke about how local efforts with law 
enforcement agencies is essential for the prevention of 
violence against women. Women need to know that they are 
supported within their own communities, and that 
responsibility falls on each of us.  In addition to hosting the 
NYPD Women’s Leadership Institute, other efforts are being 
made to recognize the importance of initial interactions with  
victims of violence, teaching all officers trauma-informed 
interview skills, and improving outreach throughout our 
communities for all of New York’s finest. Hopefully more cities 
will take similar steps to support women and girls within their 
communities. 

 The Executive Director of UN Women, Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka, said: “A culture that changes 
from questioning the credibility of the victims, to pursuing the accountability of the perpetrators 
within due process, is possible.” Eliminating violence against women and girls will only take 
place when society addresses these evils happening in public spaces, in private spaces, and 
also across different technological platforms.  The recognition of women speaking out recently 
has been incredible, but it is just the beginning of addressing everything from microaggressions 
to direct violence against women. We still have a very long way to go. 

Towards the end of the event, there was a special performance by The Angel Band Project. This 
group uses the therapeutic power of music and community to help support survivors of sexual 
violence. You can see their moving performance by visiting our facebook page, or clicking here.  

We were very proud to have had the opportunity to be a part of this event and we will continue 
to “Orange The World” knowing that improving the safety of women and girls benefits everyone 
in our world. I am sure that the energy and commitment generated from the speakers and 
participants of this event will be felt and carried into new initiatives to bring about positive 
change.  

Parliament of the World’s Religions  
By Janet Kinney, CSJ 

This year for the very first time I had the opportunity to attend the Parliament of World Religions, 
which was convened in Toronto, Canada November 1st - 7th.  Several of PGJ’s NGO 
counterparts also took the time to attend and highly recommended this experience to me, and I 
am so glad they did! 

Parliament of the World's Religions (PoWR) was created to cultivate harmony among the 
world's religious and spiritual communities and to foster their collaborative engagement so as to 
achieve a just, peaceful and sustainable world.  Its very first gathering in Chicago occurred back 
in 1893; a second major gathering did not occur until its 100th anniversary in 1993!  This year’s 
gathering marks the 7th major convention, and typically now these convenings occur every 4-5 
years. 
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Throughout its history, the Council 
has initiated dialogues and nurtured 
relationships within and among 
people of various religions and faith 
traditions. In the process, these 
communities have discovered a 
shared commitment to ethical 
principles, which has opened the 
way for a new era of cooperative 
action among the world's religious 
and spiritual communities, with the 
goal to spread this cooperation in 
both civil and political societies.  

This year the Parliament chose as 
its theme: The Promise of Inclusion, 
the Power of Love: Pursuing Global 
Understanding, Reconciliation, and 

Change.  The convention featured more than 500 programs and events with participants 
numbering close to 7,000 persons from 80 nations and over 200 spiritual backgrounds. 
Programming was divided among 6 tracks – the Dignity of Women; Countering War, Hate & 
Violence; Climate Action; Indigenous People; Next Generations; and Justice – Advancing 
Concrete Change. 

There were two opening ceremonies; first, was an opening ceremony held outside and which 
was led by the Indigenous Nations.  Invocations were offered at the Sacred Fire; this remained 
lit throughout the week. A Water Ceremony led by women walkers was also part of the ritual. At 
the end of the ceremony the indigenous people processed into the Convention Center and 
made a grand entry to the Parliament’s Opening Ceremony. 

I found the workshop choices a bit overwhelming – too many !  - and the Toronto Convention 
Center was huge. For me, the spiritual experiences were as significant as the workshops. I had 
the opportunity to experience “Langar” which is a tradition of the Sikh religion. The Sikh served 
a vegetarian lunch every day to anyone who wished it for free! The only requirement was that 
one remove their shoes and wear a head scarf while dining.  Other experiences included 
meditation, interfaith services, a Sufi music program, and a ‘Cosmic Mass’ led by Matthew Fox – 
to name a few of the many choices.  There was a broad array of noted plenary speakers; each 
evening’s plenary was devoted to one of the 6 tracks.  

I think what most stood out for me was the overall peacefulness that pervaded the entire 
conference.  I never saw a frustrated or angry person the whole time I was there.  All were truly 
interested in learning more about one another’s faith traditions and upholding the common good 
– no matter what the topic that was being discussed.  If you ever get the opportunity to attend a 
future Parliament it will be well worth your while! 

Youth Engagement at the United Nations    
By Faith Yusko, SJWP Intern 

Youth involvement at the United Nations has been critical and youth have made important 
contributions to the efforts brought forth.  Seeing youth participants, not just as observers, but 
as collaborators makes all the different.   

Young people are not only the future, we are a part of today. As we have seen through many 
youth advocates recently, young people are not content just sitting on the sidelines. Currently 
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UN Secretary-General's 
Envoy on Youth, Jayathma 
Wickramanayake, is the first 
female representative in this 
position. Ms. 
Wickramanayake has said, 
“Let young people be a part of 
this development process. Let 
young people contribute with 
our skills, our dedication, our 
ideas and our active 
engagement. Let young 
people be active partners, not 
passive beneficiaries.” 

Working with the United Nations offers young people the ability to engage with 
peers and people in power from all around the world. In my time so far as an 
intern with PGJ, my experiences have been enriched by collaborating with 
peers from different NGOs. Representing a variety of NGOs and coming from 
local universities as well as from countries around the world, the interns and 
youth representatives are eager to learn from those who have been involved 
with the UN for a long time, and also to present new ideas and ways of moving 
forward. It has been fascinating to work alongside them and to go through this 
learning experience together. 

Young people have opinions on bringing about peace, security, sustainable 
development, justice, and climate resilience, and the communication we have 
access to gives us the opportunity to continually increase our knowledge on 
these issues. In combining our recent learning experiences in school with what 
we have learned from the NGO representatives and committees we have been 
learning from, there is no limit to the change we can help bring about, including 
the steps forward we can take towards achieving the SDGs. 

On November 20th, The United Nations International Children's Emergency 
Fund (UNICEF) enlisted Millie Bobby Brown as the newest and youngest-ever 
Goodwill Ambassador. Brown said, "I will speak out for the millions of children 
and young people whose voices have been silenced for far too long," ... "I will 
shine a light on the issues that vulnerable children and young people have 
suffered around the world, including representing them at places where they 
haven't yet had a seat at the table." Helping children understand their rights and 
their capabilities in bringing about peace is essential in today’s world. 

Here at the Partnership for Global Justice, we have been lucky enough to work 
with youth studying at Molloy College and at Newman University. In addition to 
hosting a group of students at the United Nations this coming January, we will 
soon be selecting our Youth Representatives at the UN for 2019. This unique 
opportunity gives youth the chance to be a part of intergenerational dialogue at 
the UN and to bring an increased knowledge about peace, security, human 
rights and sustainable development to their local communities. 

It is easy to be in awe of the United Nations as an outsider, but the most 
important lesson I have found from my own experience as a youth involved in the United 
Nations system is that the peace-building initiatives and improvements in our world will only be 
a hope, not a reality unless each of us brings our work home and implements these within our 
own lives. Nobody is too young or too old to learn that their voice matters locally and globally.
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