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Letter from the Executive Director
Dear Friends,
Finally, I can say greetings from New York! I arrived back a week ago after a long
sojourn in Ireland, in Lockdown and waiting in Patience for President Joe Biden’s
Proclamation to open the US to Europeans, which happened at the end of
November. I took the first flight out of Ireland that gave me time to get my visa,
booster vaccines, and see my family before leaving the Emerald Isle again.
This past year has been a challenging year for all of us. The world has been turned
upside down with the pandemic, wars, homelessness, displacement, hunger, and
starvation continuing at a phenomenal rate. And so, our vision as an organization
is as relevant now as it was almost 20 years ago—a future where women, children
and girls who live in extreme poverty in our society will be empowered to achieve
a better quality of life.
As life changes for those we are advocating for at the UN, it changes for NGOs as
the United Nations building remains closed to us, and all our work continues by
Zoom. This has been a substantial change for all of us, but change is inevitable.
Change compels us to think in new and creative ways. Creative thinking and
reflecting have benefitted UNANIMA International with the development of many
new innovations that can be utilized to keep the organization exciting and fruitful
as we move into a new year.
At a recent seminar with UISG in Rome, I spoke about organizational change,
quoting Parker Palmer who describes these times as “threshold times.” He says
they are places of beginnings that have the potential to carry us from one place
to another; places of transition where we stand between ‘no longer’ and ‘not yet,’
the known and the unknown.
This past year UNANIMA International has led the way in many areas of advocacy,
which you will see in this yearly report for Congregational leaders and Directors
of the Board. The most successful event has been the ratification of the new
Resolution on Homelessness passed by the General Assembly on December 16,
2021, and signed by all 193 Member States. This Resolution includes all our
priority areas of advocacy: Homelessness/ Displacement, Trafficking, the
Environment, Migrants and Refugees. This work has been conducted over the past
18 months on Zoom and into all hours of the day and night. They were challenging
and disorienting times, but with this successful Resolution it has led to
transformation and celebration for all of us involved in it.
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And as we come to the end of 2021 and move into 2022, we continue to be
called to “threshold times” in UNANIMA International. We continue to stand on the
edge of change with courage, listening to what is calling us now, and anticipating
our next steps.
I am filled with gratitude to you, the Congregational Leaders, our Board of
Directors, and our Team in New York. Without each one of you all of what we do
would be impossible
I wish each one of you Christmas blessings and gratitude. May the coming year
hold a future which will open new possibilities for all of us, especially the furthest
left behind in our world.
Warmly,

Jean Quinn, DW

Wishing you peace, joy, and happiness
for Christmas and the New Year!
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2021 End of Year Report

UN Involvement
Resolution on Homelessness - December 2021
The Third Committee of the UN General Assembly, which focuses on Social, Humanitarian
and Cultural Issues, approved by consensus a monumental Resolution on Homelessness
in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic. The resolution urges Member States to end all
forms of discrimination against individuals experiencing homelessness, address the
structural drivers of homelessness, and to decriminalize homelessness. Notably, the text
requests the Statistical Commission to “establish global indicators on social protection
and access to adequate housing, as well as statistics to monitor homelessness as a way
to avoid excluding those who are not ‘visibly’ homeless, through quantitative and
qualitative data.” This is the first resolution urging Member States to collect national data
on their homeless populations—invisible and visible—and to share this data with the UN
General Assembly. The delegate from Madagascar, speaking for the African Group,
introduced the text and expressed that those who are unhoused are at an increased risk
of contracting diseases like COVID-19. The resolution urged Member States to ensure
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that homelessness policies comply with their international human rights obligations, like
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and are consistent with the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development.
Some of the structural drivers of homelessness include general inequalities, poverty, a
loss of housing and livelihood, and a lack of decent job opportunities, in addition to
limited access to affordable housing, social protection, and land. Excessive costs of
utilities, energy, and healthcare are also mentioned as structural drivers in the resolution.
Significantly, vulnerable groups like women/girls, children, Indigenous peoples, and
people with disabilities were acknowledged in the resolution as more susceptible to the
causes and effects of homelessness. Additionally, the importance of social
protections/floors, adequate housing policies and access, and the impacts of trauma were
highlighted in the resolution text.
Jean Quinn, DW, on behalf of UNANIMA International, MaryAnn Dantuono, Ladies of
Charity (Vincentian Family), and Executive Members of the Working Group to End
Homelessness, have acted in a consultancy capacity with the Member States on the
draft resolution throughout the past 18 months.

What can you and your members do?
We are looking for the voices and testimonies of women and children willing to share
their stories/experiences of displacement on video, written pieces, or multimedia of any
form to share in future advocacy materials. We would like University Students, Schools,
Teachers, Families, Singers, Dancers, Musicians, Politicians, Royalty, Churches, Religious,
etc., to send us their messages related to the four current areas of focus for UNANIMA
International:

This is particularly important to the team in New
York, as it supports our advocacy work at the UN!
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Research 2021

In February 2019, UNANIMA International launched our Research Project on the topic of
Family Homelessness/Displacement, with an emphasis on Trauma from the Perspective
of Women, Children and Girls. Recently we have seen the global community stand up and
listen on the issue of the intersectionality of Homelessness. It is now at the forefront of
discussion at the United Nations. This is in part thanks to the contribution of UNANIMA
International—a founding member of the Working Group to End Homelessness and
strong advocates to end Family Homelessness—who have been advocating for this issue
to be addressed significantly at the United Nations.

Trafficking and Family Homelessness
UNANIMA International began its advocacy work and presence at the United Nations with
a mandate to advocate for and with Women and Children, with the goal of addressing
and eliminating human trafficking in persons globally. Throughout our history, UI has
stayed true to our mandate of advocating for Women and Children, shifting only the lens
through which this occurs. Having heard the call from our grassroots members to draw
clear links between the issues of Family Homelessness and Trafficking, UNANIMA
International conducted research and published “The Intersections of Family
Homelessness and Human Trafficking.” Highlighting various intersections and their
drivers, the interventions of government, international law, and civil society and their
outcomes, the publication gives special attention to the trauma faced by individuals,
especially women and children/girls with a lived experience of Trafficking and
Homelessness. With Member inputs and grassroots voices, the publication was released
in May 2021 with a great response from Civil Society, ACRATH, RENATE, UISG and many
others.
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“The Intersections of Family Homelessness and Human Trafficking”
The research for this publication advanced UNANIMA
International’s focus on family homelessness and examined the
specific vulnerabilities of trafficked women, children, and girls.
Human trafficking is a major global problem. According to the
International Labour Organization (2021) there are 5.4 known
victims of human trafficking for every 1,000 people.
Regarding research methods and rationale, UNANIMA
International sought to apply a Human Rights-Based Approach
or framework to analyze different research findings in the
report. This publication shares the testimonies of human
trafficking survivors, experts in the fields of law, policy, and
academia, and highlights good practices in combatting human
trafficking across the globe. The insights shared in these testimonies supplement original
qualitative research conducted for the text.
The body of the report is organized into categories that dive deeply into the mutual
drivers of homelessness and human trafficking, international laws governing trafficking,
trauma and healing of trafficking survivors, and how vulnerable groups like migrants and
children are more susceptible to being trafficked. The impact of the COVID-19 pandemic
is also featured as a chapter in the report. Importantly, the practice of trafficking is broken
down as a cruel industry and economic enterprise of exploiting people and treating them
as commodities. The publication demonstrates the complexity of human trafficking in
different contexts and educates readers on the most pervasive forms of trafficking across
different global regions. For example, in Latin America, sexual exploitation is the most
predominant form of human trafficking, whereas forced labor is more widespread in many
African countries.
UNANIMA International provided many recommendations to help end the practice and
bring justice and healing to survivors. Some of these recommendations call on more
organizations and governments to conduct human trafficking research with a gendered
lens, whilst others concentrate on specific policy/legislation changes that would provide
survivors with greater access to adequate housing and trauma-informed social services.
UNANIMA International also called for anti-trafficking legislation at local, national, and
regional governmental levels that protects women exploited in prostitution and punishes
exploiters.
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UN Events – Statements – Endorsements
Webinar: “Youth Perspectives on Family Homelessness and
Technology,” February 2021
Moderated by Molly Gerke (Former Executive Assistant at
UNANIMA International). The speakers included: St John’s
University students: Arianna Pappone (Italy), Rocio Moran (Spain),
Ammaar Dawood (USA), Ajifanta Marenah (a St. John’s student
who also has lived experience (The Gambia/USA); Mason Modiste
(lived experience, USA); and Kirin Taylor (UNANIMA International).

Webinar: ‘Hidden Homelessness: From Trauma to Empowerment,’ March 2021
Moderated by Jean Quinn, DW. Featured the following speakers: Elsa Marie Da Silva (Red
Dot Foundation, India), Sarah Gallardo (Sarah Speaks Up), Marion Kendall, MSW (Lifeways
Network), and Hanta Fida Cyrille Klein (Ambassador for Madagascar).

UNPFII Side Event: Women & Girls’ Homelessness and the SDGs for Indigenous
Communities – A UNANIMA International Event in collaboration with RSCJ - April 2021
Moderated by Sheila Smith (RSCJ).
Featured
speakers
included:
Grandmother Isabelle Meawasige
(Serpents Band of Ojibway); Akikwe
(Treaty #61 territory); Delores Peltier
(Three Fires Confederacy Tribe);
Franklin Antunish (Shuah Educator and
Leader,
Ecuador);
Lara
Hicks
(UNANIMA International); Kirin Taylor
(UNANIMA International).
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65th Commission on the Status of Women
As well as submitting a written statement for CSW65, UNANIMA International had the
opportunity to give an oral statement on the Priority Theme “Women’s full and effective

participation and decision-making in public life, as well as the elimination of violence,
for achieving gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls.” With input
from co-sponsors Soroptimist International, the International Presentation Association,
and ManUp Campaign, Kirin Taylor made the following address to the Commission:
“It is essential to recognize that homelessness has many forms, including ones that are
not commonly thought of as “homelessness,” including doubling up, living in situations
of abuse whether physical or emotional, living without security of tenure, or living in
inadequate housing. These forms of homelessness are present in the Global North and
Global South alike and are traumatizing; they affect women and children/girls the most
and significantly.
UNANIMA International have worked to define hidden homelessness, believing that our
expanded understanding of what homelessness is will aid political actors and
stakeholders in addressing and preventing it:
‘The hidden homeless do not have a secure place to call home. They are people who
remain in unsafe housing, relationships, or living situations. They are people who
become homeless but find temporary solutions by staying with family, friends, or living
in insecure accommodation. The situation for them is often short-term and
unsustainable, meaning they end up in various kinds of shelters and emergency
accommodation. This can be due to abuse and domestic violence. The hidden homeless
often don’t seek support as they don’t want abusers to know where they are.’
Homelessness was discussed at the United Nations for the first time in 75 years in
2020 as part of the priority theme for the 58th session of the Commission for Social
Development. Keeping homelessness, including hidden homelessness on the agenda of
the United Nations, and recognized as relevant to different commissions, including this
session of the Commission on the Status of Women, and a multitude of international
laws and agendas, is essential to achieving gender equity, eliminating violence, and
empowering all people.
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Homelessness is relevant to this year’s priority theme. For women’s full and effective
participation and decision-making in public life, it must be acknowledged that situations
of homelessness are traumatic and impact multiple dimensions of well-being; that drivers
of these situations in themselves impede well-being (health deficits, poverty, abuse, and
others), and hinder engagement in society. When shelter and other immediate needs are
not being met, attention can rarely be devoted elsewhere, including to participation in
formal political processes. For the elimination of violence, for achieving gender equality
and the empowerment of all women and girls, we must reframe homelessness as a form
of violence against women. Experiences of homelessness and housing insecurity are
extremely traumatic, but also increase vulnerability to human trafficking, sexual assault,
and other forms of abuse. Eradicating homelessness and its root causes are necessary
for empowerment of all women and girls.”

CSW Statements
❖ CSW Concept Note: “Hidden Homelessness—Transforming
Empowerment” -UNANIMA International and the Vincentian Family

Trauma

to

❖ JCOR Statement with UNANIMA International: “Social Protection Systems for
Indigenous Women and Girls: Rural and Urban-Specific, Inclusive Delivery
Systems”

Other Statements signed by UNANIMA International
❖ Avaaz - “People’s Vaccine” Appeal
❖ The Catholic Petition for COP26: “Healthy Planet, Healthy People Petition”
❖ Haiti Response Coalition: Written Statement
❖ Jubilee USA Network: Coronavirus Relief Petition and Letter to the White House,
IMF and G20
❖ Third World Network: Letter to WTO Director General: “Covid and Voluntary
License”
❖ UN Global Civil Society and Indigenous Peoples: Open Letter calling for the
establishment of a UN Special Rapporteur on Human Rights and Climate Change
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High-Level Political Forum, July 2021
The 2021 session of the High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF)
took place from Tuesday, July 6 to Thursday July 15th. Taking place under the auspices
of the Economic and Social Council, the forum included an array of High-Level Events,
Voluntary National Review Labs, Side Events, and other Special Events including SDGs
Learning, Training, and Practices. It also included a three-day ministerial meeting of the
forum from Tuesday, July 13 to Thursday, July 15, as part of the high- level segment of
the Council.
The program of the HLPF 2021 focused on the theme of the forum: “Sustainable and
resilient recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic that promotes the economic, social and
environmental dimensions of sustainable development: building an inclusive and effective
path for the achievement of the 2030 Agenda in the context of a decade of action and
delivery for sustainable development”. It also included thematic reviews of Sustainable
Development Goals 1, 2, 3, 8, 10, 12, 13, 16, and 17, and the voluntary national reviews
(VNRs) conducted by Member States. T
Throughout the forum 42 countries conducted voluntary national reviews (VNRs) of their
implementation of the SDGs, giving an overview of their progress and the challenges
they face. The official presentations and reports can all be found on the HLPF website
(https://media.un.org/en/search/?q=hlpf), some of which we are happy to report include
sections on housing and addressing homelessness. Over 240 side events also took place,
shedding light and giving thought to a myriad of aspects and crosscutting issues as they
relate to the 17 SDGs and their implementation on national, regional, and local level.
UNANIMA International was fortunate to attend a number of these events, giving voice
to the people we advocate with and for, any chance we could!
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, all the High-Level meetings and side events were held
virtually. While only registered or officially designated delegates were able to attend
some meetings, a sizeable number of events aired by UN TV. It was estimated that over
70,000 viewers globally followed the various meetings online with the opening session
alone having over 12,000 observers. If you would like to watch some of the content you
can visit UN TV (https://media.un.org/en/webtv). In the lead up to the Forum, Jean worked
with committee members from CSOCD and the WGEH to make sure our views were
shared.
High Level Political Forum 2021 Side Events
❖ MWG – World Day against Child Labour and International Day of the African Child
(Co-Sponsor UNANIMA International)
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❖ NGO CSocD- Grassroots at HLPF (Co-Sponsor UNANIMA International)
❖ Redes –JCoR (Redes was born out of the interest of various congregations to join
forces to show a common voice, in solidarity with discarded minorities). We
attended a Side Event with Member States in which we celebrated examples of
good practices promoted by religious congregations that contribute directly to
the achievement of the SDGs. Jean Quinn was on the Organizing Team (CoSponsor UNANIMA International)
❖ Dignity at the Heart of the SDGs in a post- COVID Era: Listening to Youth, older
persons, refugees, and indigenous peoples
❖ NGO CSOCD – Breaking the Cycle of Poverty and Hunger: Our Asks: Jean Quinn
on Organizing Committee (Co-Sponsor UNANIMA International)
❖ NGO CSOCD - A Steeper Climb to achieve SDG 10: Grassroots view on a Resilient
Recovery post Covid -19 (Co-Sponsor UNANIMA International)

UNANIMA International’s World Homeless Day Statement– October 10, 2021
“UNANIMA International is a Coalition of 22 Communities of
Women Religious and a new group of ‘Friends’, serving in 89
countries with 25,000 members. For over 19 years our focus has
been on Women, Children/Girls, Migrants and Refugees. These
groups disproportionately comprise the homeless populations of
our world, though they are often hidden statistically and otherwise overlooked. It is our
mandate to ensure these groups can achieve a better quality of life through having their
voices heard at the international level. This was exemplified most recently at the United
Nations (UN) 59th Commission for Social Development where UNANIMA International
presented research and advocated for the issue of Family Homelessness to be given the
necessary concern and attention by Member States, Civil Society, and all political actors
alike.
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Our statement for this year’s World Homeless Day comes just a few weeks after the 76th
UN General Assembly convened and discussed issues such as COVID-19, climate change,
poverty, gender parity, and growing socioeconomic inequalities in our global community.
Despite the call for greater inclusion of marginalized groups, many of the most vulnerable
voices—particularly those from individuals and families experiencing homelessness or
inadequate housing—continue to be overlooked. To truly achieve the 2030 Agenda and
ensure “no one is left behind,” it is crucial that Member States center their efforts to
address homelessness/displacement at the heart of their sustainable development
strategies. Homelessness is not simply a by-product of poverty; it is often a cause and a
consequence of the many issues that Member States and Civil Society traditionally name
in global dialogues.
UNANIMA International recognizes unsafe or forced living conditions as signs of invisible
homelessness as clarified in our recent research publications. Some of the more invisible
drivers and conditions of homelessness include domestic violence, displacement due to
man-made and climate change disasters, human trafficking, housing/rental
discrimination, and being “doubled up.” Furthermore, the coronavirus pandemic is
disproportionately affecting homeless and housing insecure families around the world.
Women and families living in temporary accommodations are unable to meet their basic
needs, and they comprise the fastest growing part of the homelessness population.
Access to adequate quality and affordable housing is not only a human right. It is also a
necessary gateway to safety and dignity across three domains: 1) social, 2) physical, and
3) security. Member States are reminded of their commitment to protections for children
in the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, as well as all people in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights. On World Homeless Day, we compel our communities to
consider how different manifestations of homelessness intersect with thematic and
priority issues frequently brought up at the UN. We cannot sufficiently meet the targets
of Sustainable Development Goals without properly working to end homelessness across
the globe.
Recommendations
UNANIMA International puts forth the following recommendations:

❖ We refer to and reiterate all of the former UN Special Rapporteur on Adequate
Housing Leilani Farha’s response, including suggestions for moratoriums on
evictions, and consideration that the provision of adequate housing, “may require
the implementation of extraordinary measures as appropriate in a state of
emergency including using vacant and abandoned units and available short-term
rentals.”
❖ We call for the adoption of Human Rights-Based Approaches to development,
supported by legislative and other measures for the direction of national and local
projects and strategies.
❖ We encourage the adoption of the UN Expert Group definition of homelessness,
and the inclusion of homelessness and informal settlement residents in census
results (with disclosure of demographics, including family composition in
statistics).
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❖ We recommend the promotion of combined Housing First (HF) and Supported
Housing models with Trauma informed support.
❖ We support the implementation of policies that reduce inequalities including, but
not limited to, universal health care, labor rights, housing, and social protection.
❖ We believe that vulnerable and affected populations must be included in the policy
and planning surrounding disaster management, mitigation, adaption, and impact
reduction.
❖ We encourage the implementation of human rights-based migration policies which
apply to whole families and allow for human response to changes in resource
access that may prompt international movement.
❖ We assert that all homeless services globally must adopt holistic, trauma-informed
care.
❖ We call for specific consideration of homeless families as part of response plans
relating to COVID-19, as well as all humanitarian response plans.
❖ We recommend immediate government-initiated increases in opportunities to
further women’s education that fit employment needs and demands.
❖ We call for ensuring technology access for homeless and low-income children and
families for educational, informational, and support purposes.
❖ We reiterate the suggestions of Indigenous activists for halting development
projects on and near Indigenous land to reduce the risk of virus spread in their
communities, and for continued cross-sectoral efforts to combat climate change.
❖ We call for governments of all levels to obtain and maintain meaningful
partnerships with civil society and organizations who are already addressing the
needs of families and individuals affected by the crisis and who are systematically
left behind.

International Day for the Eradication of Poverty – October 2021
On the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty (IDEP) the United Nations
ensures that knowledge, contributions, and experience of people living in Poverty are
recognized and celebrated. This Year the theme of IDEP was “Building Forward
Together: Ending Persistent Poverty, respecting all People and our Planet.” The
commemoration was held on October 15th on Zoom, gathering a global audience of
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over 400. This was an opportunity to
hear from those at the forefront of
fighting poverty during the COVID-19
pandemic and the effects of climate
change. UNANIMA International have been
on the IDEP working group for many
years and significantly contributed during
that time.

Overview of NGO Committees
UNANIMA International has been actively involved on several Committees, Working
Groups and Major Groups throughout 2021:
NGO Working Group on Girls
UNANIMA International recently became a member of the
Working Group on Girls and has attended meetings
throughout November and December. The Working Group on
Girls helps elevate the voices and needs of girls globally,
supports girls’ full and equitable participation in international
meetings and events, and allows girls to advocate on their own behalf in local and global
arenas. Since November, the Working Group on Girls has produced a climate change
toolkit and has been working in partnership with UN Women on coordinating
conversation circles with girls on the topic of climate change. A Global Conversation Circle
took place on Saturday, December 11th. Our Executive Assistant, Lara Hicks, is an active
contributor to the Girl Engagement Subcommittee and has been working with other NGO
representatives on planning and executing the working group’s climate conversation
circles.
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NGO Working Group on Migration
The NGO Committee on Migration has met regularly throughout
October and November. UNANIMA International is part of the
Subcommittee for Children in Migration and the Subcommittee on
Xenophobia, Racism and Social Inclusion. The Subcommittee for
Children in Migration has pursued two primary advocacy projects this
season: 1) making Early Childhood Education and Care of migrant
children a priority of UN Member States through meetings and
correspondence with political candidates in New York City; and 2)
creating a three-minute advocacy video clip that highlights the lived
experiences of migrant families with young children amid the COVID-19 pandemic. The
video clip is to be shared with UN Member States and government officials once it is
complete.
UNANIMA International has helped the subcommittee with outreach to find families and
community-based organizations in NYC to interview for the advocacy video. Additionally,
subcommittee members are writing to different politicians and candidates-elect in NYC
to include Early Childhood Education and Care into their plans when they are in office.
All messages sent were tied into work at the UN and the Sustainable Development Goals.
The committee also hosted an Advocacy 101 workshop in November.

NGO Working Group to End Homelessness
UNANIMA International are founding members of the Working Group
to End Homelessness, which began in 2017. Presently, Jean Quinn
is Chair of the committee and works with the Executive to advocate
at the United Nations for persons who are vulnerable, displaced, and
pursuing the right to adequate housing. In this advocacy work we
partner with a variety of member states, UN Agencies, NGOs,
Committees and Organizations. In 2021 we have been very
successful in getting a Resolution passed by all 193 Member States. In 2022 we are
seeking a new resolution to have International Homeless Day in the UN Calendar.

Mining Working Group and COP26
UNANIMA International has contributed to the NGO Mining
Working Group and shared inputs with members focusing
on resource extraction and the protection of the
environment. A major victory for the Mining Working Group
this year was the resolution passed in the Human Rights
Council which created a new position—the Special
Rapporteur on Climate Change and Human Rights.
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UNANIMA International closely followed the Conference of
Parties (COP26) proceedings in Glasgow, Scotland which took
place in early November. At COP26, climate change leaders,
civil society, activists, scientists, and government officials met
to discuss a variety of climate change issues.
Residents of the Global South and low-lying island nations were closely following COP26
to see if world leaders were willing to step up and pursue more ambitious climate change
policies, and be more inclusive of those most affected by climate change in the COP
decision-making processes. Although progress was made on some issues, many took to
social media and the streets of Glasgow to highlight gaps and inequalities that persisted
throughout the conference. Below is a summary of some key outcomes from COP26:
•

•

•
•

Despite delegates from most of the world’s countries coming together to keep
global warming below a 1.5C increase, scientists state that the commitments
made by Member States at COP26 still exceed the 1.5C target.
Developed countries are behind on providing developing countries with the $100
billion they committed to paying by 2020. They made a second promise at COP26
to pay the money by 2025.
For the first time ever, methane and fossil fuels were included in the Glasgow
Climate Pact text (the outcome document of COP26).
Member States are required to report on their climate change progress every two
years.

Networking
Throughout 2021 UNANIMA International has made a sizeable number of strategic
partners and friendships through networking. These partners have provided us with
several opportunities for collaboration on Research and other advocacy. While not all the
networking that has occurred is documented below, the following are notable
relationships that have been forged:
❖ Former Special Rapporteur on the Right to Housing, Leilani Farha, and her
new office “The Shift”
❖ Former Special Rapporteur on Human Rights and Extreme Poverty, Philip
Alston
❖ New Special Rapporteur on Human Rights and Extreme Poverty, Olivier De
Schutter
❖ Contributors to UNANIMA International Publications
❖ Hanta Fida Cyrille Klein, Ambassador of Madagascar
❖ African Group – Member States at the UN
❖ UN75 Civil Society Network

18

19
❖ Professor Michael John Williams, Syracuse University
❖ Tony O Riordan, CEO, and John McEvoy, Projects Manager, Sophia Housing
Ireland
❖ UN Habitat, Chris Williams (NY Director)
❖ UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UNDESA)
➢ Daniela Bas, Director
➢ Renata Kaczmarska, Focal Point on Families
➢ Makiko Tagashira
➢ Amine Lamrabat
❖ Religious at the UN – UNANIMA International
▪ Mercy International Association
▪ Presentation Sisters/ International Presentation Association
▪ Institute of the Blessed Virgin Mary-Loreto Generalate
▪ Congregation of Our Lady of Charity of the Good Shepherd
▪ Society of the Sacred Heart
▪ Religious of the Sacred Heart of Mary
▪ Loretto Community
▪ Vincentian Family (Daughters of Charity and Congregation of the
Mission)
❖ Soroptimist International
❖ Institute of Global Homelessness
❖ Eva Richter and Maria Pia, NGO Committee on Migration
❖ Chris Herlinger, Global Sisters Report
❖ Michelle Morek, Global Sisters Report
❖ Santé Mentale et Exclusion Sociale (SMES Europa)
❖ UISG -Sr Pat Murray and Sr Nikula
❖ RUN – Religious at the UN
❖ JCOR – Justice Coalition of Religious
Professor Schutter
Jean Quinn / UNANIMA International received an invitation from
Professor De Schutter, Special Rapporteur on Extreme Poverty, to
engage with his new research team on a Non-Take-Up-of Rights
Study. He feels there is a lack of information given to people, and
that many people are unaware of their rights. Non-Take-Up is
recognized as an important policy issue, which determines the
effectiveness, efficiency, and equity of social programs.
At our first meeting we looked at making social protection a reality for all people,
especially those furthest left behind. We also looked at how information and the eligibility
criteria change regularly, or how a person once eligible may, under new guidelines, lose
their entitlements to claim and receive benefits. Jean pointed out the issue of women and
children who are homeless or migrants and on the move. Jean also said that in relation
to Social Protection, 2 out of every 3 children worldwide are not covered by any social
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protection, leaving them very vulnerable. At the subsequent meeting we looked at a
questionnaire for the study.

International Union of Superiors General (UISG) – Rome
Two meetings took place between Sr Pat Murray and Sr Nikula from UISG and UNANIMA
International, which led us to be invited to be part of a small working group on Catholic
Care for Children and Advocacy. UNANIMA International was chosen because UISG finds
that the work we do is clear and focused. As part of the Catholic Care for Children working
group, Jean Quinn gave a presentation for the UISG during an online seminar about
Children and Institutionalization.

UN DESA
In July, Jean Quinn was asked to represent Civil Society at the Expert Group Meeting
(EGM) at the UN which was held from July 29-30 and August 2-3. Prior to any major
commission or forum, the UN holds an EGM. The purpose of the EGMs is to bring together
“experts” from UN agencies, member states, civil society, academia, research, and the
private sector to address the proposed theme of the meeting and make recommendations
and action plans that will be used to form the basis of the Secretary General’s report on
the topic. The theme for the 60th Commission for Social Development to be held in
February 2022 is: “Inclusive and resilient recovery from COVID-19 for sustainable
livelihoods, wellbeing and dignity for all: eradicating poverty and hunger in all its forms
and dimensions to achieve the 2030 Agenda.”
Over the course of the 4-day meeting Jean had the opportunity to represent UI / CSOCD
as an expert on Poverty, Homelessness, Food Insecurity, Inequalities and most
especially, the lived experience of those left furthest behind. In preparation for the
meeting, Jean was tasked with researching and drafting a paper on the subject and
sending it to UNDESA. We also were able to have our publications put on the EGM
Website as a resource for the participants. Opportunities like these, and working
through coalitions or in collaboration, are the way UNANIMA International can influence
Global Policy at the UN.
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2021 Interns - Leadership Program
Over the past year, despite the pandemic moving our operations online, we have had
four wonderful interns contributing to our organization’s research for education and
advocacy:
Tyra Jean
Contributed uniquely through her writing and case profiling
skills. She wrote a blog post that will be posted on our website.
Additionally, she drafted a paper titled “St. Vincent and The
Grenadines: The 2021 La Soufrière Volcanic Eruption & ClimateInduced Displacement,” which contributes to our understanding
of Family Homelessness in the Caribbean region.
Xiaowen (Abby) Cui
Joined the Open Doors Group, a new subcommittee of the UN
NGO Working Group to End Homelessness. There she has
contributed significantly to the group’s exploration of how to
engage in evidence-based projects. She wrote a contextual
analysis, “Promotion of International Definitions of Homelessness
and Hidden Homelessness,” which will serve as an important
document as we go forward to advocate for the use of
homelessness and hidden homelessness definitions by UN
Member States.
Rocio Moron
Was acknowledged for her “research support,” and had her
contributions published within our new publication “The
Intersections of Family Homelessness and Human Trafficking.”
Rocio’s background in biology, and service engagement with
homeless populations in NYC, has given her the unique ability to
reflect on experience, whilst also giving insight into the topics at
hand.
Lara Hicks
Participated in the preparation of our UN Permanent Forum on
Indigenous Issues (UNPFII) event in April, titled “Women & Girls’
Homelessness and the SDGs in Indigenous Communities.” During
this event she presented as a panelist, which you can view here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KzQMThtwXzQ
Lara has since been appointed to the role of Executive Assistant
and Assistant UN Representative at UNANIMA International.
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New Interns – 2022
UNANIMA International has interviewed candidates for research internships to commence
in January 2022. More information is forthcoming.

Presentation on UNANIMA International to Groups
Trauma Informed Care Presentation at Cork, Ireland

Jean Quinn, DW gave the opening address to an EU Conference on Trauma Informed
Practice held in Nano Nagle Place, Cork, Ireland on Monday November 8, 2021. The City
of Cork is working to become a Trauma Informed city and was designated a World Health
Organization Healthy City in 2012. As such, this was an ideal setting for the EU
conference on Trauma Informed Practice.
Jean briefed those in attendance on the work of UNANIMA International in advocating at
the United Nations for the rights of women and children experiencing extreme poverty.
Addressing the theme of the conference, Jean stated that “often children and families
have adverse experiences that traumatize them, and services need to respond with
compassion, kindness and professionalism and have an understanding and empathy for
the impact that Trauma has had on people who have experienced homelessness.”
The EU Conference, organized by SMES Europa and Sophia Housing, had representatives
from eight different countries and contributions from experts in Trauma Informed Practice
and homelessness including:
•
•
•
•

Dr. Sharon Lambert (University College, Cork)
Dr. Peter Cockersell (Chief Executive of Community Housing and Therapy, U.K.)
Dr. Brian McLean (Clinical Psychologist with Acquired Brain Inquiry, Ireland)
Mr. Colm Kelleher (Lord Mayor of Cork City, Ireland)
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Ransboro National School Presentation, Sligo, Ireland
For the past few years UNANIMA
International have been invited by Ransboro
National School to share our work on
advocacy at the UN. This gathering of
eleven- and twelve-year-old children is
always full of life and energy. Children have
a keen sense of fairness. Talking about the
work of NGOs at the UN helps them see and
call out what is fair and unjust in our world,
especially
around
the
issues
of
homelessness, lack of education, housing,
and the environment. Facilitating conversations about these issues empowers these
young people to voice their concerns and question unjust situations around them.
The questions from the students were wonderful and questioned many unjust
structures:

• Who makes decisions?
• Who suffers in our world and why?
• What is needed to create change
Thank you to Mr. Quinn for creating this space to inform his students about social justice
issues nationally and globally. This classroom is a space of hope because the students
get a glimpse of the kind of society in which we could live, and get the opportunity to
develop the critical thinking needed to make our world a better place.
Catholic Care for Children Webinar

On November 29th, the International Union of Superiors General (UISG) hosted an online
seminar on “Care Beyond Institutionalization,” which included a presentation by Jean
Quinn titled: “Care Beyond Resolutions.” This online seminar focused on Catholic Care
for Children (CCC), which was formed by the UISG to promote a continuum of care for
children otherwise institutionalized in orphanages or in alternative care situations. CCC
envisions a world where all children can grow up in safe, nurturing families and is actively
reducing the need for institutional care by encouraging and facilitating family- and
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community-based care for children. Jean’s presentation looked at how this model and
reforms for children in alternative care at the international level, can make an
immeasurable difference in the lives of children without families.

Communications
This year the UNANIMA International office has continued to put a significant focus on
communications to better inform our members of our work at the UN. Focusing on
communications was highly recommended in the Root and Branch Review in 2017, but
it is still a challenge for all of us to improve in this area of our ministry. In recent times
there has been a call for further translations on the materials UNANIMA International
produces. At present due to the cost of professional translation we rely on volunteer
translators for the bulk of our translations. In recent months, through the advocacy of
Maureen Foltz, we have managed to acquire the services of Per Mondo, a voluntary
service in Spain who are translating all our publications. In time we will get them on our
website. They only request that their organization and translators are acknowledged on
our website.

Website
➢ Collaborated with Bot Marketing Company to set up the Website for
Translations
➢ Work with translators on content for the website
➢ Significant additions, updates and new pages were added to the new
website:
■ Implementation of New Branding and Logo
■ Gallery
■ Resource Sections
● Justice Coalition of Religious Resource
● Members Resource Page
● Friends of UNANIMA International
● Board Intranet
■ Publications and Newsletters
■ Blog
■ Campaigns and Interventions
■ Translation capabilities
■ Ways to ‘Get Involved’ including online donation capability
We are currently in discussions with our web designer to amend our website, so that our
publications and latest news are highlighted and accessible from the front landing page.
Intranet
Documents continue to be added for Board Members to access. There have been recent
updates on the organization of documents, with the aim of making the Intranet easier
for Board Members to navigate.
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Social Media
➢ Social Media – Facebook, Twitter, Instagram
➢ Twitter Storms
■ COVID-19 and Family Homelessness
■ World Day Against Trafficking in Persons
■ CSW 2021
■ 2021 High Level Political Forum
■ World Homeless Day
■ International Day for the Eradication of Poverty
Newsletters
Five editions of the newsletter were produced in 2021 (February,
April, June, October, and December). With a view to change the
format of the newsletter (in response to feedback from Board
Member surveys), UI’s graphic designer has been working on a
template on Mail Chimp. We will continue to collaborate with her
in creating our new look in 2022.

Communication with the Board of Directors
Emails have been sent to the Board throughout the year, particularly at times of notable
events (such as COP26), and documents concerning upcoming Board meetings. We hope
to move towards Board Members utilizing the Intranet more regularly to find such
documents.
Emails over the past year have included:
-

Follow up from Board Meetings
990 Forms
Grassroots Surveys
CSW Information
Webinar Information
JCOR
RUN Follow up regarding Haiti
High Level Political Forum
Woman Of Courage Nominations
Executive Director’s Report to the Executive of the Board
Appointment of Lara Hicks as New Executive Assistant
EGM – Jean representing Civil Society
Dues Requests Notifications
International Women’s Day and Launch of UNANIMA International Documentary
Interview With Sr. Judy Padasas, a Vedruna Sister on her work with victims of
Trafficking in the Philippines
Providing Board Members with UI’s social media posts about World Homeless
Day to use on their own social media accounts
Board Meeting Minutes and Updated Contact Information for the Board of
Directors
UNANIMA International’s World Homeless Day Statement
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-

Invitation to attend an event commemorating International Day for the
Eradication of Poverty by IDEP and partners
Non-Take-Up of Rights Project Survey
Video and Petition from Tomás Insua, Executive Director at the Laudato Si’
Movement
Several emails with information about COP26, including two reports of the event
by UNANIMA International
Letting Board Members know that Jean was presenting at the European Seminar
on Trauma-Informed Care and Psychologically Informed Environments
2021 Advent Reflection Guide incorporating the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights
Announcing that the Resolution on Homelessness was passed by all 193
Member States at the United Nations
Information about an upcoming UISG Webinar featuring a presentation by Jean
Executive Assistant Introduction and Grassroots Survey information
Thanksgiving greeting
Informing about the publication of Jean’s article, The Global Housing Crisis: Too
Long Ignored by Too Many" by the LCWR

Publications
UNANIMA International currently has five publications, each focusing on family
homelessness. In the first and second volumes of the “Hidden Faces of Homelessness,”
UNANIMA International explored family homelessness through different country case
studies. In the first and second volumes of “Family Homelessness Through the Lens of
the 2030 Agenda,” homelessness was researched in relation to the Sustainable
Development Goals. Lastly, “The Intersections of Family Homelessness and Human
Trafficking” investigates the mutual causes of homelessness and human trafficking, as
well as how human trafficking can push more women and girls into homelessness.
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Woman of Courage 2021
The Woman of Courage 2021 Award went to Maria José Cavalcante from Maceió,
Alagoas, Brazil. Maria started as a young leader, facing the gunmen of the big sugar cane
owners and the police force in confrontations with the families occupying the land in the
sugar cane region. As a militant of the C.P.T. (Pastoral Land Commission) and of the
Women’s Workers’ Movement (MMTR) she acquired new social- political awareness while
occupying the land with other leaders and facing police violence and threats of eviction.
After years of struggle and persecution, they were able to conquer an area of land. Thirtyfive families were allocated seven hectares of the land per family.
As time went on Maria has led her community in beginning pesticide-free agriculture—
working on planting and reforesting the land so mistreated by the chemicals used for so
many years in the fertilizing of sugar cane. Her efforts to fight against poverty and
inequality were also evident in 2009 when she spent six months working to help rebuild
Haiti after an earthquake, and now during the coronavirus pandemic, as she has
organized other women in surrounding settlements to collect food to help 40 nearby
families that are suffering.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we have yet to present Maria with her award. However,
it has been suggested by our contact person in Brazil that we arrange travel for late
March or early April 2022. Whilst this is currently being considered, the decision will be
dependent upon factors concerning the COVID-19 pandemic and related travel safety
and restrictions. The ongoing conversation continues to be facilitated by Sr Janice
Belanger, SASV, of the nominating congregation.
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Administration

New Office
UNANIMA International recently signed a lease on a new office at the Church Centre at
777 United Nations Plaza. The painting, carpeting, and installation of shades was recently
completed. By the end of December, we should have our counters built (in lieu of desks
to maximize office space), and remaining furniture ordered. Our current lease at
Corporate Suites (757 3rd Avenue) ends on January 31st, by which time we will have
moved.
UI is thrilled to be moving to the Church Centre. As it is across from the UN, the location
is perfect for attending meetings and events. We also share a floor with colleagues and
other NGOs working at the UN to advocate for the furthest left behind, such as Vivat
International and Amnesty International. The new office is also $569 cheaper than our
current office, which is a huge saving per month.

Executive Assistant
After interviews in June and July, Lara Hicks was appointed to the
role of Executive Assistant/Assistant UN Representative. Lara has
been a welcome addition to our team, contributing to UNANIMA
International by writing statements, sending and creating
communications, participating in NGO committees, and completing
different advocacy tasks upon the direction Executive Director.
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Finances
❖ New Accountant
UNANIMA International has signed an engagement letter to begin working with John
Corcoran of Owen J Flanagan & Company—an accountancy firm in New York. We feel
confident in his abilities and willingness to provide prompt communication and
guidance.
We will be terminating our partnership with our current accountant, John LaRocca, as
soon as we receive the reports from our 2020 tax filing.
❖ Banking
➢ A move to exclusively online banking (better for speed, efficiency,
reliability, and record keeping)
➢ Opening a PayPal account connected to UNANIMA International’s
checking account for some domestic and international transfers
➢ an upgrade to QuickBooks online which can be accessed directly by our
accountant, and enable reliable records to be maintained, and the
utilization of different report features
❖ Finance templates and handbook/overview produced and updated
❖ Budget
➢ Prepared 2022 Budget
➢ Periodic budget reviews
➢ Proposed framework for new organization of the budget

Donations and Grants
UNANIMA International received $20,049 in donations and grants in 2021. A grant of
$3,000 was received by the Congrégation de Notre-Dame for the purpose of
supporting the research and production involved in our most recent publication, ‘The
Intersections of Family Homelessness and Human Trafficking.’
See the next page for a breakdown of the donations received:
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Details of the donations received:
Sophia Housing

$11,824

For Research

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese

$30

CsocD side event

Sisters of Notre Dame

$30

CsocD Side Event

Sisters of the Sacred Heart of Mary

$30

CsocD Side Event

Soroptimist International

$50

CsocD Side Event

IBVM Loreto

$35

CsocD Side Event

Jamillah Mantilla

$50

Website Donation

Carmelite Sisters of Charity, Vedruna

$5,000

For Research
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