






Sister Dory Obermann, CPPS
October 14, 1949—July 25,2021

“I will lead her into the desert 

and speak to her heart.”

Hosea 2:16       



Sister Dory Obermann's  greatest joy was offering hospitality. How fitting that the 
Gospel close to the day of Dory’s passing told of Jesus feeding five thousand. We 
can trust that our loving God and Dory’s family were waiting with open arms to 
welcome her home.

Sister Dory gave whole-heartedly of herself in each of her diverse ministries as 
secretary, accountant, administrator, and our community’s secretary general. 

“Thoughtful” is too small a word to describe Dory’s outreach to so many.  She 
loved to build morale and organize gatherings. Dory’s warm smile embodied the 
words of her favorite poems by Karlene Garner, “If you live close to God in His 
infinite grace, you don’t have to tell it, it shows in your face.”







Sister Margaret Bollner, CPPS
February 17, 1939—November 10, 2021

“If I speak with the 
tongues of men and of angels,
but do not have love,
I have become a noisy gong
or a clanging cymbal.”

1Cor.13:1



Sister Margaret Bollner served as an elementary and pre-school teacher in various 
Catholic Schools in Missouri and supported young women as counselor at Girls’ 
Hope.  Father John Reiker wrote, “Sister Margaret is a perfect example of the 
gentle love and acceptance, joy and hope, for which our children are so hungry.”  

She loved nature and found God there. Once she wrote, “I sat on a huge rock by 
the brook and gently lay my hand on the Earth.  As I did this, the heartbeat of 
Earth was felt in my entire being.  The calmness and peacefulness of this moment 
remains with me.”

The quotation that she chose for her memorial card is meant to reassure us of her 
love: “If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels but do not have love, I 
have become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.”







Sister Rose Rita Orf, CPPS

May 5, 1920—May 6, 2021

“This is what the Lord asks:

To act justly, to love tenderly,   

and to walk humbly 

with your God.” Micah 6:8



Sister Rose Rita Orf dedicated 47 years to teaching. She expected the best of her 
students, and they gave their best in response.  The school newspaper stated, 
“She personifies what the Precious Blood sisters have meant to Sacred Heart and 
its people. She has touched the lives of literally thousands of children and adults. 
. .   She truly lives her faith each day. Words cannot express our gratitude to her.” 

“God is so good to me, and I thank Him every day for His love for this small 
creature so prone to question.”  Her last words to visitors were, “Thank you for 
coming.”

Sister Rose Rita was nurtured by a loving, close-knit family.  Throughout her 101 
years, she treasured her family and friends.  What a wonderful family reunion 
must have taken place!

“This is what the Lord asks: To act justly, to love tenderly, and to walk humbly 
with your God.”  There are no better words to describe how Sister Rose Rita lived.







Sister Carol Donohue, CPPS
August 1, 1941—December 31, 2021

“Joy is the echo 
of God’s life within us.” 
Abbot Columba Marmion



Sister Carol Donohue loved the poor and held passion for justice, which led Carol to Cass 
Catholic Worker House in St. Louis.  She became involved with the establishment of 
Community Land Trust of St. Louis, a non-profit for housing. She was tireless in fundraising.

Sister Carol spent some sabbatical time in La Paz, Bolivia.  The needs there captured her 
heart, and she spent twenty-six years of service in Bolivia.  The theme for her departure 
ceremony guided everything she did: “This is what Yahweh, your God, asks of you: To act 
justly, to love tenderly, and to walk humbly with your God. (Micah 6:8)

In Bolivia, Carol was a fierce advocate on behalf of children. She was not afraid to approach 
the government agencies that purportedly helped the children but sometimes were part of 
the systemic abuse. When glue-sniffing became a serious problem, she urged St. Louis area 
religious communities to use their shareholder strength to approach the firms that sold this 
addictive substance, the sale of which was no longer permitted in the states. 
Terry, Carol’s brother calls Carol his “hero,” as she was  the voice for the children.  
One of Carol’s favorite sayings from Abbot Marmion, “Joy is the echo of God’s life within us.” 
Joy and love echoed through Carol in her service as a voice for the voiceless.  We trust that 
she has regained her voice and is now an even more powerful advocate “in the name of the 
children.”







Sister Darlene Huck, CPPS 
August 3, 1937—January 19, 2022

“All I ask of you 

is forever to remember me 

as loving you.”

Hymn by Gregory Norbet, OSB



Sister Darlene Huck, known to be an excellent and creative elementary teacher, taught at 
many Catholic Schools in Missouri, Colorado, and Illinois. “On the Road Again” was Darlene 
and Marlene’s theme song as they traveled from parish to parish.

Sisters Darlene and Marlene served among the rural poor at Christ the Healer Parish, where 
they managed a shelter for the homeless and a huge food pantry, as well as conducting 
extensive outreach. They wrote, “It was our belief that for our ministry to be complete, it 
always had to extend beyond the parish church doors.”

Sisters Darlene and Marlene responded to the community’s request to become 
co-webmaster until their retirement in 2018. 

Sister Darlene was talented in art, music, poetry, and photography.  Among her many 
creations is a family photo album illuminated by her artwork and poetry.  Music was a part of 
her life from childhood. 

“All I ask of you is forever to remember me as loving you.” Thank you, Sister Darlene, we will 
remember!    







Sister Marie Loeffler, CPPS
March 18, 1923—March 25, 1923

“I am espoused to Him

whom the angels serve.

To him alone I pledge my trust 

and to Him alone I give my 

undivided love.”

The readings of St. Agnes



Sister Marie Loeffler grew up on the family farm near Highways K and N.  Marie’s 
parents valued Catholic education so much that she and her siblings walked five 
miles to and from Assumption school.

Sister Marie served as a homemaker and cook for fifty years.  She credited her 
mother with teaching her many of the skills she needed for this ministry.   Marie 
served communities of our sisters that ranged in size from three to more than one 
hundred; from our Motherhouse and St. Elizabeth Academy, to many small and 
medium-sized parish convents, to the St. Louis archbishop’s residence.

Later, she ministered as a teacher’s aide at the Missouri School for the Blind and 
served as a caregiver for Kevin Flowers, the brother of our deceased Sister Ginny 
Flowers. 

Sister Marie wrote, “I found out that retirement does not mean rest and relaxation—
it means that our days are filled with many different kinds of work. Sometimes, in 
the morning, we have our day planned.  God changes it with all kinds of surprises.” 
She always had a smile and a positive attitude. 







Sister Philip Marie Burle, CPPS
September 21, 1933—April 4, 2022

“You will receive power from 
my Holy Spirit

to witness for me 
in Jerusalem, 

Judea, Samaria, 
and to the ends of 

the earth.”
Acts 1:8



Sister Philip Marie Burle began as a teacher and grew into her ministry of retreats 
which spread all over the United States and throughout the world.  She has lead 
retreats on six continents.  She has appeared on television and was featured on 
Women of Grace Talk Radio.

Sister Philip Marie, who was dedicated to her ministry, had friends throughout the 
world.  A sister from the Philippines wrote, “I remember with deep gratitude how 
when I was so anxious about being alone at the airport in Rome, you came as an 
answer to my prayer. You did not only take me safely to our convent in Jerusalem 
from Tel-Aviv, but you even took the trouble of taking me along with your group for 
the pilgrimage of the Holy Land.”  Sister Philip Marie loved her family deeply, and 
they loved and admired her.   

Sister Philip Marie chose: “You will receive power from my Holy Spirit to witness for 
me in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” This verse certainly 
describes her life.                                                                                                  







Sister Estelle Sullentrup, CPPS
November 8, 1923—April 26, 2022

“Make us 

an everlasting 

gift to God, 

our Father.”

Eucharistic Prayer Three



Sister Estelle Sullentrup  was baptized Estelle, not the name of her parent’s choice.  
She came to treasure this accidental name and wrote in her autobiography, “Estelle’ 
means Star.  I have hoped to be like a star, faithfully doing God’s will, at times 
leading, especially in teaching children, and also following Jesus, the Star in my life’s 
journey to heaven.”

For fifty-eight years, Sister Estelle brought a quiet, gentle strength to elementary 
school classrooms.  Her deep love and respect for each student was reciprocated in 
their love and respect for her. 

Always gracious, gentle, generous, and grateful, Sister Estelle’s most frequent words 
may have been “thank you.”  She sent notes of thanks for the smallest kindness and 
concluded every visit and phone call with “thank you.” “All is Gift” was a frequent 
refrain for her and served as the summation of her 2010 autobiography.  

“The wise  shall shine brightly like the splendor of the firmament.  And those who 
lead the many to justice shall be like the stars.” Sister Estelle certainly was such a 
star, leading many to justice and to Jesus.  Each time we see a star, may we 
remember her with gratitude and acknowledge that “all is gift.”







Sister Mary Joan Dyer, CPPS
August 14, 1926—May 5, 2022

“I will sing the mercies of the Lord

forever.”

Psalm 118:17



Sister Mary Joan Dyer loved everything French, including her patron St. 
Joan of Arc.  She treasured the opportunities she had to visit and study 
in France as well as the friendships she developed there.  The chance to 
converse in French was always a delight for her.  

Sister Mary Joan taught elementary school through college. She was a 
highly organized and exceptionally creative teacher, always willing to 
give students extra help.  As a principal, she provided her teachers with 
an atmosphere that allowed for their creativity.  

After returning from Finland, sister Mary Joan served as secretary to the 
congregational administration and later as congregational archivist.  
“Her finished products are beautiful, in correct English, highly polished, 
and of course, perfect to the last comma and period.”

We can imagine her saying, “Jesus, je t’aime.  Ta presence est ma joie.” 
Jesus, I love you.  Your presence is my joy.”







Sister Ginny Flowers, CPPS
October 7, 1962—August 9, 2022

“I shall not die,

but live and recount 

God’s blessings.”

Psalm 118:17



Sister Ginny Flowers grew up in a large family where she learned to be a helper.  She 
helped her mother with cooking, cleaning, and caring for her youngest brother, 
Kevin.  Perhaps it was that early caregiving that led her to minister to and extend 
extraordinary love to those with special needs.  

Sister Ginny taught at the Missouri School for the Blind and Immacolata School.  She  
served as a caregiver assistant at Martha’s Hands, and as a paraprofessional at 
Roger’s School and Trautwein Elementary School.  She served her own sisters as the 
Community Life Coordinator for St. Joseph retirement Center.  Since 2018, Sister 
Ginny has been in the ministry of Prayer and Presence.  

Sister Ginny shared her love of crafts with her students and with the residents of The 
Sarah Community and Our Mother of Good Counsel.  

For her 25th Jubilee, Sister Ginny chose the story of the transfiguration as the Gospel 
reading.  We know that shortly after that glorious experience Jesus faced his passion 
and death.  Sister Ginny also faced much suffering in her short life, including multiple 
chronic illnesses. We pray that she is now seeing Jesus’ transfigured glory and 
hearing the words, “This is my daughter whom I love.  Welcome home.”







Sister Clara Therese Ziegler, CPPS
May 28, 1932—August 31, 2022

“In my Father’s house

there are 

many mansions.

There is one for me.”

John 14:2



Sister Clara Therese Ziegler welcomed so many people to the tables she prepared 
through the years. We can now imagine that she was greeted with the loving 
hospitality that she extended throughout her life.  

Sister Clara Therese enjoyed cooking, delighted in trying new recipes, and in 
experimenting.  Featured in a 1982 Quincy Herald-Whig article, she told of her 
special roast beef. In her characteristic one-line humor, she said that on special 
occasions she substituted beer for the recipe’s recommended water. 

From childhood, Sister Clara Therese was an avid baseball fan.  In her brief 
autobiography, she recounted that she made breakfast for the Cardinals at the old 
cathedral.  Once, she and Sister Arilda “had the privilege of making breakfast for the 
Dodgers” and were thrilled to have their picture taken with Tommy Lasorda. 

Sister Clara Therese chose John 14:2, “In my Father’s house there are many 
mansions.  There is one for me.” She prepared homes for so many, and she was 
confident that God would have a home ready for her.  Sister Clara Therese, may you 
enjoy your mansion and your reunion with our sisters, your family members and 
your many friends.







Pastora Jurado vda deGutiérrez,
CPPS Partner

September 3, 1932—May 28, 2022 



Pastora Jurado vda de Gutiérrez 

Pastora Jurado vda de Gutiérrez nació en SicaSica, Bolivia, el 3 de 
septiembre de 1932 y era una mujer de fe toda su vida. En SicaSica
ayudaba a varios niños de familias grandes, uno a uno, 
orientándoles en su hogar y tienda. Ella era muy activa en SicaSica
en muchos aspectos: en lo cívico, en lo espiritual, en las 
comunidades, participando en todas las fiestas. Entonces no fue 
una sorpresa que ella aceptó la invitación de ser Acompañante en 
1999 y participaba siempre en todas nuestras reuniones. Su afán 
era de rezar diariamente por todas las Hermanas y Acompañantes 
CPPS hasta el Diosito la llamó a su casa eterna el 28 de mayo de 
2022.



Pastora Jurado vda de Gutierrez was born in SicaSica, Bolivia and was a 
woman of faith her entire life.  

In SicaSica, she housed and oriented children from large families, one at 
a time, to basic living values in her home and small store.  She was very 
active in civic, spiritual, and community building issues and participated 
in all fiestas in SicaSica.

It was not a surprise that she accepted the invitation to become a CPPS 
Partner in Mission in 1999 and always participated in all our gatherings.  
Her zeal in fulfilling her commitment to pray daily for CPPS Sisters and 
Partners never wavered until her dear God called her to her eternal 
home. 







Barbara Groneck, CPPS Partner
December 12, 1937—January 10, 2022

“I’d like the memory of me 

to be a happy one, 

I’d like to leave 

an afterglow of smiles 

when life is done.”



Barbara Groneck, Sister Alma Jean, was in the Precious Blood 
community from 1957 to 1971.

She later became one of the first lay residences in Villa 
Theresa. She was recognized by the sisters with an award for 
her gentle and caring presence and an active member of the 
Partners in Mission.

Barbara was a dear soul and a bright spirit. She was, at her 
heart, a deeply compassionate person, always concerned 
about the other. 

We would see her in the Abbey living room, near the fireplace, 
reading the daily paper and chatting with those walking by. 
Barb was very involved in the life of Villa Theresa and we miss 
her presence, her laughter, and her interest in people.





Sister Isabelle Walsh, CPPS
April 12, 1927-October 15, 2022

“The Lord is my shepherd; 

there is nothing 

more I want.”
Psalm 23



Sister Isabelle Walsh lived near St. Agatha, where she grew to love the 
Sisters of the Most Precious Blood. Isabelle entered the congregation 
and completed a Bachelor of Arts degree in psychology and a master’s 
in special education.  

Sister Isabelle could be fiery and feisty, but she was a kind, loving, and 
patient teacher.  She wrote, “Those of you who know me know how I 
flare up quickly.  Yet I have been patient with these handicapped 
children of mine—repeated shoe tying—counting the number of fingers 
on a hand—reading and re-reading the same Primary 1 books—showing 
and reshowing colors.” 

Upon retiring from teaching, Isabelle became a hand stitcher in the 
Ecclesiastical Art Department. She spent many hours prayerfully 
stitching the faces of Christ and the saints.  We rejoice that she is now 
beholding those faces, looking lovingly upon her as she so lovingly 
looked upon them.  









Sister Betty Jean Korte, CPPS
July 1, 1927—October 23, 2022

“In the morning 
I shall sing glad songs 

of praise to you.”



Betty Jean Korte was born in Glasgow, MO, on a farm, and at an early 
age developed a contemplative appreciation for the beauties of 
creation. Betty Jean attended the one-room St. Mary’s High School in 
Glasgow. After graduation from Creighton University, she earned a 
master’s in education and Montessori administration at Xavier 
University. She taught the elementary grades in many schools, including 
our Linda Vista Montessori School.  

One summer Betty Jean volunteered in Haiti, serving the poorest of the 
poor, which profoundly changed her life.

Sister Betty Jean described herself as a “daughter of the land.” In her 
autobiography, she tells of “meeting God” as she milked the cows, 
always facing East to watch the sunrise. This was her morning prayer 
that needed no words. She also attributed her deep appreciation of the 
Eucharist to her farmer’s heritage.  Her memorial invites us to pray      
Ps. 63, “In the morning I shall sing glad songs of praise to you.”







Mary Zoellner, CPPS Partner
Let us pray for her and those who loved her.



Mary Zoellner, a Partner in Mission, passed away on October 24, due to 
a fall.  Mary struggled with limitations caused by the pandemic.  
Nevertheless, there were moments of freedom which were lifegiving. 
One notable moment was when she participated in a scheduled Partner 
in Mission gathering in Brewer.  Mary expressed appreciation for 
personal support from the Partners in Mission.

In the Tribute Wall that followed her obituary there was a special 
compliment:  "My thoughts and prayers for the family.  Mary never met 
a stranger.  She was always fun to be around and very loving to me when 
I was younger.   She treated me like one of her own when I was around 
her two daughters, Angela and Ann."  Jennifer Thomas. 

Mary will be missed by family and friends and by her Small Faith 
Community, Vincent's Friends.   
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We are so very grateful for God’s love 
filling the depths of our sisters’ hearts.  

The memory of each sister is 

forever etched in our hearts.


