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“What the caterpillar

calls the end of the world,

the master calls a butterfly.”
Richard Bach
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Dear Friends,
 
Since the Sisters of the Most Precious Blood are so well known for the many 
gifted teachers in their congregation, you may wonder why I would choose an e. e. 
cummings poem with some atypical spacing and capitalization for my first letter in  
On the Journey. I believe that the poem speaks to something much more profound and 
even the most exacting teachers will focus on the message instead of its manner of 
delivery. That has been a hallmark of the congregation’s 180-year history.  
The Sisters have the gift of seeing beyond what others may perceive to be normal  
or expected. They see a beautiful sunset when others may simply see the end of 
another day.

For those who have followed the Sisters’ journey through the years and cherish 
fond memories of particular Sisters as sister, aunt, great aunt, teacher, social 
worker, pastoral minister, friend-the list goes on and on-there is a spirit of courage 
and profound commitment to be of service that cannot be extinguished. You have 
followed their journey into what is called fulfillment or completion as a religious 
congregation. Pages 4-5 provide a reminder of so many mileposts on their 180-year 
journey, while the other pages highlight their collaboration with others who share 
their on-going commitment which never fades. The choice of a butterfly for the 
logo of Collaborative Governance makes a statement about who the Sisters of the 
Most Precious Blood are. Women who offer our world a different lens, a lens that 
challenges us to recognize that new life emerges even as one cycle of life unfolds  
into another.

As the Sisters of the Most Precious Blood celebrate 180 years, they become sages for 
all of us, who, in harvesting the spiritual essence of their lives, help us see the gold of 
a November sunset.

Gratefully,

Sr. Barbara Jean Franklin, ASC
Commissary
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Letter From Sister Barbara Jean Franklin, ASC

180th Anniversary

Partners in Mission

Annual Report

Prayers and Action
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who are you,little i

(five or six years old)
peering from some high

window;at the gold

of november sunset

(and feeling that if day  
has to become night

this is a beautiful way)
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CPPS Through The Years: 1845 – 2025

18451845
On September 8, twelve women along with 
Rev. Karl Rolfus founded the  The Sisters 
of the Most Precious Blood in Steinerberg, 
Switzerland.

18591859
Church embroidery was begun in 
Gurtweil, Germany. It would later 
be called the Ecclesiastical Art 
Department. 

18701870
The first group of 
nine Sisters left 
Gurtweil, Germany, 
on February 2, bound 
for America. 

18751875
The Sisters arrived in O’Fallon, MO, and 
established their new convent home in 
June 1875, where they remain until this 
day.

18781878
On March 23, 1878, the Community was incorporated under the laws 
of the State of Missouri as a teaching body, under the title of St. Mary’s 
Institute. In December, the Normal School for Teachers was opened and 
would later be called St. Mary’s College.

19571957
It was decided that the Sisters of the 
Most Precious Blood would expand 
their ministries to Latin America. Sisters 
Mary Fulgence Rascher, Agatha Marie 
Hanneken, and Doris Rechtiene were the 
first Sisters missioned to Lima, Peru.

20092009 
The renovation of the O’Fallon Motherhouse to senior 
apartments began on February 2. The first Sisters 
moved into their apartments in September. 

20132013 
The Sisters began planning with 
the Franciscan Sisters of Mary 
for Collaborative Governance - a 
new model that provides for 
administration when there are 
no longer Sisters able to serve in 
leadership. 

19621962 

St. Mary’s Academy in O’Fallon was opened.19591959
A mission in La Paz, Bolivia, 
was founded in August by 
Sisters Christine Foeller, 
Christopher Fiala and John 
Bosco Sanders. 

20252025
February 2, 2025,
the Sisters celebrated the 155th Anniversary of their 
arrival in the United States.

July 1, 2025, 
the Sisters installed Sr. Barbara Jean Frankln, ASC, as 
their Commissary.

September 8, 2025,
marked the 180th Anniversary of their foundation.

18821882
St. Elizabeth Academy, opened in St. Louis, MO. 

19801980
St. Elizabeth Adult Day Care 
Center was established.

19661966 
Linda Vista Montessori School started in 
Chesterfield, MO.

19391939
Sisters Kostka 
Schnitzmeier, 
Wenceslas Broz, 
Claremarie Weaver 
and Mary Linus 

Boehmer traveled to Finland, the community’s first foreign 
mission, to open a school. However, the opening of The English 
School was postponed until 1945 due to the outbreak of the war.

19901990
Partners in Mission was 
created and the first
 “Partners” were received. 

19931993
 The Center for Professional and Pastoral 
Services was created to incorporate the 
ministries of Sisters who serve in art, 
counseling, and spiritual direction.
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To all our donors - 
Thank you so much for your support throughout the 2024-2025 fiscal year. 

We know that there are lots of good causes that need your help, so we are extremely grateful that 
you took the time to donate to the Sisters of the Most Preciosu Blood. 

Thank you for helping the Sisters heal our broken world.

Income:
Bequests	 $225,553.13

Individual Donations	 $138,538.85

South American Missions	 $17,300.36

Retirement	 $7,074.60

Total		 $388,466.94

Expenses:
Administration	 $1,233.56

Retirement	 $7,074.60

South American Missions	 $17,300.36

Future Needs & Ministry Support	 $362,858.42

Total		 $388,466.94

A Note of Gratitude:

On September 7th, we celebrated Commitment Sunday. It is 
our day to recommit to the promise we make as Partners in 
Mission. It also coincides with the Sunday nearest the date of 
the founding of the Sisters of the Most Precious Blood order in 
Steinerberg, Switzerland in 1845.
	 As part of our Commitment Sunday celebration, 
two new Partners were formally accepted as Partners in 
Mission. Sarah Beckmann and Melissa Miller made their 
initial commitment during a Mass presided by Father Nick 
Kastenholz of Assumption Parish in O’Fallon. Father Nick 
blessed Partners’ pins that were then presented to Sarah and 
Melissa by Sr. Barbara Jean Franklin. After Sarah and Melissa 
were welcomed, all Partners made a recommitment, after 
which the Sisters sang: “May the blessing of Lord be upon 
you. We bless you in the name of the Lord.” Each year I am 
humbled by the Sisters’ graciousness. That song, those words 
and gestures, while simple, bestow such profound love and 
tenderness. We are cradled in the loving arms of God by the 
Sisters allowing us to “partner” with them.
	 As Partners we “promise to strive to bring Christ’s 
reconciling presence to those we encounter in daily life.” Easy 
words to say; challenging actions to live out. Loving others 
can be difficult. At times it’s even hard to love the people who 
love us. It’s always hard to love our enemies. The example 
and the legacy the Sisters give to us is inspiring and reassures 
us that we as Partners are not alone in living this charism of 
reconciliation.
	 Having the commitment ceremony during Mass allows 
us to honor the faith of the Sisters who had the courage 180 
years ago to accept God’s call. The liturgy was beautiful, the 
readings uplifting, and the music transcendent. Our final Song 
of Sending reminded us to “take the seeds of God’s love and 
make them grow.” On Commitment Sunday we had two more 
examples of that growth in love of God and one another in the 
persons of Sarah and Melissa.

Partners In Mission
Commitment Sunday 
by Partner, Denis Whilem

Anyone interested in learning more about Partners 
in Mission is encouraged to contact Director, Laurie 
Strickland at PartnersInMission1875@gmail.com or 
call 314-938-2478.

Sarah Beckmann 

Melissa Miller
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*If you no longer wish to receive this publication, 
please call Leah at 314-768-1650 or email her at
lboessen@collaborativegovernance.org

Sisters of the Most Precious Blood
204 North Main Street
O’Fallon, MO  63366-2299

Some of our Sisters have been 
showing their support for 
Immigrants by showing up with 
signs containing a message from 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. that 
states, “Love Is Louder Than Hate.”  
The Sisters have also joined with 
other St. Louis Catholic Religious 
orders in a social media campaign 
that asks you to “Take 2 Today.”  
These videos feature Catholic 
Sisters asking you to stop and 
pray with them for 2 minutes.  
Visit: www.stlcatholicsisters.org/
collaborativeprojects for more 
information. 

Prayers & Action


